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Pressure for talks to be resumed

The UN-sponsored negotiations on a Cyprus
settlement, which had been adjourned on 30
March, did not resume in April, as attention
centred on the result of “presidential
elections”in the Turkish-occupied areason 18
April, in which hardliner Dervis Eroglu easily
defeated the more moderate Mehmet Ali
Talat, who had conducted the negotiations
with President Demetris Christofias since
September 2008 (see adjoining report).

President  Christofias declared his
readiness to resume the talks from the
point at which they had been adjourned
and received strong backing from the
international community, notably from the
EU, the USA and UN Secretary General Ban
Ki Moon. The difficulty was that Mr Eroglu
had based his campaign on opposition to
the agreed framework of the settlement
negotiations, under which the aim was a
bizonal, bicommunal federation, and on his
call for a confederation of two independent
states in Cyprus.

It therefore appeared that a decision on
whether to resume the negotiations would
not be taken until after the UN Security
Council had considered a further extension
of the mandate of the UN Peacekeeping
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in mid-June. In
any event, the role of Turkey is seen on all
sides as crucial, in that Mr Eroglu’s regime in
the occupied areas of Cyprus is effectively a
client of Turkey.

The full support of Greece for current
efforts to reach a negotiated Cyprus
settlement was expressed by Greek Prime
Minister George Papandreou during a
working visit to Cyprus on 11-12 April. On 12
April Mr Papandreou attended an informal
meeting of the Cypriot National Council, the
senior advisory body on the Cyprus problem,
consisting of parliamentary party leaders
and senior ministers. A formal session of the
National Council was subsequently held on
26-28 April, focusing on the implications of
the “election” of Mr Eroglu as Turkish Cypriot
leader and also the ruling of the European
Court of Human Rights in March on Greek
Cypriot property claims (see page 2).

The view of the Cyprus Government
that the key to a Cyprus settlement lies with
Turkey had been stressed by Foreign Minister
Markos Kyprianou in what he described
as “friendly and constructive” talks with

®Nicosia handshake... President Christofias
welcomes Greek Premier George Papandreou.

Secretary General Ban at UN headquarters in
New York on 31 March. Speaking afterwards,
Mr Kyprianou said that “we believe that even
though the Turkish Government is not sitting
at the negotiating table, it is a party to this
conflict; therefore, we would like to see the
Turkish Government sending more positive
messages and taking more positive and firm
positions on the various issues”.

Mr Kyprianou had delivered the same
message to US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton in talks in Washington on 26 March
and had received from her a reassurance
of US support for the settlement talks
in Nicosia. He had also raised with her
the Cyprus Government’s longstanding
proposal that the closed Varosha district
of the Turkish-occupied port of Famagusta
should be returned to its lawful inhabitants
in exchange for the opening of Famagusta
to outside trade under EU control (see page
3).In response, Mrs Clinton promised to look
into the proposal “very seriously”.
®|t was announced in New York on 28 April
that the UN Secretary General's Special
Representative for Cyprus since April 2008,
Taye-Brook Zerihoun, had been appointed
UN Assistant Secretary General for Political
Affairs. Mr Zerihoun had also been Head
of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus
(UNFICYP). A UN spokesperson said that
a new appointment to the Cyprus posts
was expected to be announced in the near
future.Qd
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Eroglu becomes
leader of the
Turkish Cypriots

The victory of nationalist hardliner Dervis
Eroglu in “presidential elections” in the
Turkish-occupied area on 18 April was seen
as a serious setback to the prospects of a
Cyprus settlement. Mr Eroglu has opposed
the agreed framework of the intercommunal
negotiations which the defeated Turkish
Cypriot leader, Mehmet Ali Talat, had
been conducting with President Demetris
Christofias since September 2008 on the
basis of the UN-defined goal of a bizonal,
bicommunal federation. Although Mr Eroglu
declared his willingness to continue the
negotiations, his advocacy of a confederation
of two independent states is unacceptable
to the Greek Cypriot side.

As the candidate of the right-wing
National Unity Party (UBP), Mr Eroglu, the
incumbent “prime minister” in the occupied
area, won outright with 50.4 per cent of the
vote, against 42.9 per cent for Mr Talat of the
social democratic Republican Turkish Party
(CTP).

President Christofias telephoned Mr
Eroglu after his “election’, declaring his
readiness to continue the settlement talks
from the point at which they had been
adjourned on 30 March. Government
Spokesman Stephanos Stephanou described
Mr Eroglu’s victory as “a bad development”,
given his support for the establishment of
two independent states in Cyprus.

Meeting with President Christofias in
Nicosia on 21 April, the ambassadors of
the five permanent members of the UN
Security Council declared their support for
his approach to Mr Eroglu proposing that
the talks should continue on the basis of
the intercommunal agreement reached with
Mr Talat in July 2008. Mr Stephanou said
afterwards that President Christofias had
“reaffirmed his commitment and dedication
to the basis of negotiations for a bizonal,
bicommunal federation solution, with
political equality, as described in relevant UN
resolutions, for a single state with a single
sovereignty, a single citizenship and a single
international identity”Ud
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